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Parents'trightened' over changes to SEND support

Parents say they are "frightened and exhausted" at the
prospect of a £4bn overhaul to special educational
needs and disabilities (SEND) provision.

By 2035, ministers want education, health and care
plans (EHCPs) - which set out what help children can
receive - to be reserved for only the most complex
needs.

Amy Arnell, from Gloucestershire, who has two
children with additional needs, says the measures are
"not inclusive" and risk putting more children out of
school.

Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson said the plans
would make mainstream schools more inclusive and
"deliver better life chances for children".

What has changed?

Currently, just over 480,000 of the 1.7 million SEND
pupils in England have EHCPs, which provide legal
rights to extra support.

But under the new reform, EHCPs will be reserved for
only the most complex cases.

The government says every child with SEND will
instead be allocated an Individual Support Plan (ISP) to
guarantee support, even if they do not meet the
threshold for an EHCP.

From September 2029, children with an EHCP will also
be reassessed as they transfer from primary to
secondary school - risking a potential change to
support.

However, the government says transitional protections
will be put in place to prevent children losing help
abruptly.

Parents will still be able to apply for EHCPs - delivered
by local authorities - and challenge the decisions made
about what support their child can get at tribunal.
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